WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1 . A method of annotating an electronic document, comprising: 
receiving in an electronic document application a request to apply an 

annotation to an electronic document; 

in response to the request, accessing an annotation template for the requested 
annotation, the annotation template being external to the electronic document application and 
the electronic document and having fixed content, associated instructions defining variable 
content, and layout information for the fixed content and variable content; 

executing the instructions to define the variable content for an instance of the 
requested annotation; and 

applying the instance of the annotation to the electronic document, the 
annotation instance having an appearance defined by the variable content, the fixed content 
and the layout information. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein executing the instructions includes: 
determining a condition based on a state of a system hosting the electronic 

document application, the electronic document application, or the document; and 

defining at least a part of the variable content based on the determined 

condition. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

executing the instructions to define variable content includes generating one 
or more graphics. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

executing the instructions includes defining some or all of a layout for the 
variable and fixed content. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein executing the instructions includes: 

requesting a service from a remote location; 

receiving content information in response to the request; and 
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incorporating the content information into the variable content. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

executing the instructions to define variable content includes receiving user 
input defining a value. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein accessing an annotation template includes: 
retrieving an electronic form. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the electronic form includes one or more form fields having associated scripts. 

9. The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

executing the instructions includes defining an appearance of vector art. 

1 0. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

flattening the annotation content to create a static instance of the annotation; 

and 

wherein applying the instance to the electronic document creates a fixed 
representation of the instance of the annotation. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

executing the instructions to define variable content includes obtaining one or 
more of a graphic, text, an image, audio, video, or a hyperlink. 

12. The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

applying the instance of the requested annotation includes associating the 
annotation instance with a specific location in the electronic document. 
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13. A computer program product on a computer readable medium for annotating 
an electronic document, the computer program product comprising instructions operable to 
cause data processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

receive in an electronic document application a request to apply an annotation 
to an electronic document; 

in response to the request, access an annotation template for the requested annotation, 
the annotation template being external to the electronic document application and the 
electronic document and having fixed content, associated instructions defining variable 
content, and layout information for the fixed content and variable content; 

execute the instructions to define the variable content for an instance of the requested 
annotation; and 

apply the instance of the annotation to the electronic document, the annotation 
instance having an appearance defined by the variable content, the fixed content and the 
layout information. 

14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define the variable content include instructions to cause a 
computer system to: 

determine a condition based on a state of a system hosting the electronic 
document application, the electronic document application, or the document; and 
define at least a part of the variable content based on the determined 

condition. 

15. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to generate one or more graphics. 

16. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to: 

define some or all of a layout for the variable and fixed content. 
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17. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to: 

request a service from a remote location; 

receive content information in response to the request; and 

incorporate the content information into the variable content. 

1 8. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to receive user input defining a value. 

19. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to access 
the annotation includes instructions to cause a computer system to retrieve an electronic 
form. 

20. The computer program product of claim 19, wherein: 

the electronic form includes one or more form fields having associated scripts. 

2 1 . The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to define an appearance of vector art. 

22. The computer program product of claim 13, further comprising instructions to 
cause a computer system to: 

flatten the annotation content to create a static instance of the annotation; and 
wherein the instructions to apply the instance to the electronic document 
create a fixed representation of the instance of the annotation. 
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23. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to 
execute the instructions to define variable content include instructions to cause a computer 
system to: 

execute the instructions to define variable content includes obtaining one or 
more of a graphic, text, an image, audio, video, or a hyperlink. 

24. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the instructions to apply 
the instance include instructions to cause a computer system to: 

associate the annotation instance with a specific location in the electronic 

document. 
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